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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The United States welcomes the May 13 decrees by the Government of Turkmenistan that invalidate the
onerous registration requirements previously placed on minority congregations, and that repeal criminal
penalties for activities by unregistered congregations. We see this as an important step in establishing
conditions for greater religious freedom in Turkmenistan.

Still, as we and others have noted before, passing laws and publishing decrees is not enough. These new
measures must be put into practice and should not be replaced by informal structures that silently spring
up either.

Moreover, though the recent action is welcome, we note that activities by unregistered religious
organizations are still banned in Turkmenistan. This change, therefore, only means that unregistered
congregations will not be subject to criminal charges; their activities is seems, remain illegal.

We are also concerned that despite changes to Turkmen law making it - in principle - easier for minority
congregations to register, no new congregations have successfully done so.

This unfortunate fact might suggest that the rules permitting easier registration are being undermined.

The United States strongly urges the Government of Turkmenistan to move without delay to register
religious groups and to permit their members to gather for prayer without harassment.

The international community will recognize the steps taken to be in good faith when it sees a number of
new religious groups registered and practicing their faith without harassment or bureaucratic obstacles.

On a related matter, Mr. Chairman, | should like to recall our statement on March 11th in this Council
regarding human rights in Turkmenistan, and particularly the case of the former Chief Mufti, Nasrullah
ibn Ibadullah who was convicted of involvement in the November 25, 2002 attack on President Niyazov.

His trial, which was held without the presence of impartial observers, conflicts with Turkmenistan's
OSCE commitments to due process in court proceedings.

To date we have not had a response to our request for information about this case, so we should like to
take this opportunity to renew this request to our Turkmen colleagues.

I thank you.
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